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Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication of allowability of the 
claimed invention. In response to the Examiner's statement enclosed with the Notice of 
Allowance of February 28, 201 1, Applicants respectfully submit the following comments. 

The Examiner's statement enclosed with the Notice of Allowance on page 5 states in 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
the prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest a fuel cell system 
according to the instant claims, wherein the valve that is located in the first 
flow passage at a place where the hydrogen-off gas exits the system is 
operated by a control portion that is programmed to control the valve in 
order to maintain the mixture of oxygen-off gas and hydrogen-off gas so 
as to avoid ignition of the mixed gases and/or opening the valve in 
response to a measured hydrogen concentration below a reference 
concentration. 

It is respectfully noted that independent Claims 1, 8, 51, 52 and 53 do not include the 
language recited above. For example, these claims do not include the specific language 
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quoted above that the valve is controlled to "maintain" the mixture of oxygen-off gas and 
hydrogen-off gas nor do all these claims include "avoid ignition of the mixed gases and/ or 
opening the valve in response to a measured hydrogen concentration below a reference 
concentration". Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the above-quoted statement 
does not apply to Claims 1, 8, 51, 52 and 53 to the extent the language used in the statement 
differs from the language of the claims. 
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